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present has any idea of."1 That was admirable
advice, but it was just that which the Empress could
not bring herself to do, and she did not attempt a
single gesture of approach. She had made up her
mind that William and the Bismarcks were leagued
to calumniate and persecute her till all memory of
her and her husband was obliterated. Over and over
again in her letters to her mother she went through
the terrible year of his illness, framing fresh indict-
ments against the German doctors for all his sufferings,
and now she felt sure that it was the worry that
William's undutiful conduct had caused him, previous
to his illness, that had predisposed him to it, and that
Gerhardt and Bergmann had developed it by then-
rough treatment. Bergmann, she was told, had killed
a patient of his by similar roughness; he was
vindictive, a notorious liar and a Russian intriguer.
Mackenzie published his account of the case : it
was extremely polemical and violently attacked the
German doctors for their fatal mismanagement of
their patient. Naturally this provoked a counter-
attack on him in the German Press, and the tragic
history was again argued and advertised from the
German medical standpoint with repetition of the
gross falsehood that it was the Empress who had
insisted on calling in Mackenzie whose failure or
refusal to recognise malignant disease was held
responsible for the Emperor's death. The whole
controversy was excruciatingly painful to her and
utterly useless : sometimes she almost believed that
the campaign was a plot against her, organized

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, p. 327.
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